
Act 77 

•Census- Election district (precinct) boundaries may not 
be altered (with few exceptions) from December 31, 

2019, to November30, 2022, or until all judicial appeals 
to the 2022 Congressional Redistricting Plan are resolved, 

whichever occurs later.  

•Nomination Petitions •Circulators no longer need to be 
residents of the election district in which they are 

circulating petitions.  In addition, circulators now need 
only complete a statement for signature pages, rather 

than a notarized affidavit. This takes effect immediately. 

•Nomination Papers Act 77 codifies case law relating to 
nomination papers. Circulators of papers need not be 

registered electors in Pennsylvania, and indeed, need not 
even reside in the state. In addition, circulators now need 



only complete a statement for signature pages, rather 
than a notarized affidavit. This takes effect immediately. 

 
Poll Workers 

•The Act alters the compensation structure for district 
election officials 
(I.e. judges of elections, inspectors of elections, etc.) This 
takes effect for elections held on or after4/28/2020. 
•Paid compensation shall be fixed by the county board 
for each election, which shall be at least $75 and not 
more than $200. 
•Election officers shall receive additional compensation, 
as fixed by the board of elections, for participating in 
election training. 
•Judge of Elections shall receive additional 
compensation, as fixed by the board of elections, for 
picking up and returning election materials. 
Voting Systems • No Straight Party Voting • Prohibition 
on Stickers for Write-in Ballots • Requirements for Voting 
System Decertification  
 
 



Voting Systems 
•No Straight Party Voting 
•Voters will no longer have a shortcut option to vote 
straight party, but they may still individually select only 
candidates from one party. This takes effect for elections 
held on or after 4/28/2020 so will not apply to special 
elections before then. 
•Prohibition on Stickers for Write-in Ballots 
•The use of stickers and paste-on labels for write-in 
candidates is now prohibited. Write-in names must be 
either written or stamped. This takes effect for elections 
held on or after 4/28/2020. 
•Requirements for Voting System Decertification 
•In the future, the Department may not disapprove or 
decertify a voting system in 50%or more counties until 
DOS submits a written plan to certain General Assembly 
officials at least 180 days prior to the effective date of 
decertification. However, this requirement has no effect 
on the current decertification process, as this section 
does not take effect until April28, 2020. 
•County Ballot Printing 
•Replacing the registration-based printing requirement, 
we have switched to a turnout-based printing 
requirement. In each precinct, counties must now print 
at least 10% more ballots than the highest number of 
ballots cast in the prior three elections of the same 



type(off-year primary, midterm general, etc.).The 
exception is in presidential years, when counties will be 
required to print at least 15% more than the highest 
number of ballots cast in the prior three presidential 
elections. However, we believe these numbers may be 
inadequately low in many places, and strongly urge 
counties to print more than this minimum outlined 
above, especially next year when record turnout is 
expected. We will be following up with more guidance in 
the coming months. 
Voter Registration Deadline 
•The deadline to register to vote is now 15 days before 
Election Day, rather than 30 days. The deadlines to 
appeal the denial of a voter registration have also been 
changed. This takes effect for elections held on or after 
4/28/2020. 
Please note: 
•Voter registration applications postmarked by the 
deadline are no longer considered timely. A voter 
registration application must be received in the county 
by the 15-day deadline. 
•8 days prior to the election is the new deadline to 
appeal denial of voter registration applications (Act 2002-
3 requires denials to be made no later than 10 days prior) 



•3 days prior to election is new deadline to appeal 
county board’s voter registration decision to the Court of 
Common Pleas 
•This does not change residency requirements 
 
Canvassing of Ballots 
•Absentee and mail-in ballots (more information below) 
must now be counted centrally at the county board of 
election’s office, rather than distributed to polling places 
and counted there. Canvassing can begin no earlier than 
close of polls on the day of the election and must begin 
no later than the third day following the election. The 
canvass shall continue through the eighth day following 
the election. This takes effect for elections held on or 
after4/28/2020. 
Public Records 
•Counties must maintain additional public records 
regarding absentee and mail-in ballots, including the date 
on which the application is received by the county, the 
date it is approved or rejected, the date on which the 
board mails the ballot, and the dates on which the 
completed ballots are received. This information is 
available to the public, and counties must provide it 
within 48 hours of a request. This takes effect for 
elections held on or after4/28/2020. 
 



Absentee Balloting 
•Ballot Receipt Deadline 
•The deadline to receive a regular civilian absentee ballot 
has been extended to 8:00pm on Election Day. If those 
ballots are received after this time, they will not be 
counted unless the deadline is extended by a court. This 
takes effect for elections held on or after 4/28/2020. 
Voting Awareness 
•An individual who votes a timely received absentee 
ballot now may not vote at the polling place. However, if 
the voter requests but does not mail back their absentee 
ballot in time, they may still deliver the absentee ballot in 
person to the county elections office until 8pm on 
Election Day, or if they cannot do so, may vote by 
provisional ballot at the polling place. This takes effect 
for elections held on orafter4/28/2020. 
Over the Counter 
•County election boards are now required to process 
walk-in civilian absentee application and civilian 
absentee ballot requests in-person. The voter must be 
allowed to complete their application request, cast their 
ballot while in the county office, and return the 
completed ballot. This takes effect for elections held on 
or after 4/28/2020. 
 
 



Emergency Window 
•This process has been simplified into emergency period. 
Multiple individuals may now designate the same 
individual to carry their ballot. This takes effect for 
elections held on or after 4/28/2020. 
Application Window 
•Counties are now authorized to begin processing 
absentee applications more than 50 days before the 
election, if the ballot is ready to go and certified. 
Counties may also await there result of a court 
proceeding that would affect the content of ballots 
before delivery of absentee ballots, but in any case, 
counties must begin to deliver absentee ballots by the 
second Tuesday before the election. This takes effect for 
elections held on or after 4/28/2020. 
Permanent Absentee Voter List 
•Voters with a permanent disability may request to be 
placed on a permanent absentee voter list. These 
individuals will have an application mailed to them by the 
first week in February each year, which, if completed and 
returned, entitles them to receive ballots in the mail for 
all elections taking place in the remainder of the calendar 
year and for any special elections through the third week 
in February of the following year. This takes effect for 
elections held on or after 4/28/2020. 



•The Department is also allowed to provide an online 
application for permanent absentees. 
•Online Application  
•This Act codified the Department’s authority to provide 
an online application for absentee ballots. 
Mail-in Balloting 
•New Ballot Option 
•Voters who do not qualify as absentee voters now have 
an option to apply for a new, vote by mail-in option. The 
primary difference with absentee voting is that Mail-in 
voters do not have to provide any reason or excuse for 
voting by mail. 
•Online Application 
•In addition to an online absentee application, the 
Department may provide an online application for mail-
in ballots. 
•Deadlines Mirror Absentee 
•The deadlines for mail-in applications and mail-in 
ballots mirror the civilian absentee deadlines. The 
application must be received by 5:00pm on the Tuesday 
before the election and the completed ballot must be 
received by 8:00 pm on Election Day. 
Over the Counter 
•County election boards are now required to process 
walk-in mail-in applications and mail-in ballot requests 
in-person. The voter must be permitted to complete 



their application, cast their ballot while in the county 
office, and return the completed ballot at that time to 
the election office in person. This takes effect for 
elections held on or after 4/28/2020. 
Voting Awareness 
•Like civilian absentee ballots, an individual who votes a 
timely received mail-in ballot may not vote at the polling 
place. However, if the voter requests but does not mail 
back their mail-in ballot in time, they may still deliver the 
mail-in ballot in person to the county elections office 
until 8p.m. on Election Day, or if they cannot do so, may 
vote by provisional ballot at the polling place. This takes 
effect for elections held on or after4/28/2020. 
Permanent Mail-in Voter List 
•Voters may request to be placed on a permanent mail-
in voter list. These individuals will have an application 
mailed to them by the first week in February each year, 
which, if completed and returned, entitles them to 
receive ballots in the mail for all elections taking place in 
the remainder of the calendar year and for any special 
elections through the third week in February of the 
following year. This takes effect for elections held on or 
after 4/28/2020. 
 
 
 



Permanent Voter Lists 
•This Act provides the Department the ability to provide 
an online application for both a permanent absentee 
voter list and a permanent mail-in voter list. This takes 
effect for elections held on or after4/28/2020. 
 
  Processing Changes 
•Poll books 
•Watermark changes 
•Verified–Ballot Cast 
•Verified–Provisional Only 
•Not Verified–Provisional Only 
•Provisionals 
•Checking on provisional envelope and instructions 
•New provisional reasons 
•To accommodate Verified–Provisional Only 
•To accommodate Not Verified–Provisional Only 
• Recording ballots is still the same 

 


